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[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments]. 

[00:00:27.25] INTERVIEWER: Sister Imelda, if you could tell us your full name and your age. 

[00:00:33.16] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: My full name as | was baptized is |melda Ann D'Agostino. 
[00:00:40.28] INTERVIEWER: How old are you? 


[00:00:43.28] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: My age. Well actually, as of last Sunday, I'm eighty. So 
Sunday was the big "8-0". 


[00:00:51.13] INTERVIEWER: Happy birthday. 
[00:00:51.17] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Thank you. [all laugh]. 
[00:00:53.24] INTERVIEWER: Sister Imelda, where were you born and where did you grow up? 


[00:00:56.28] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, | was born, | guess, in "downtown" Los Angeles, 
because that's where the hospital was. But we--the family--had just moved to the San Fernando Valley, and- 
-Sherman Oaks--and so | was brought home from the hospital as an infant to Sherman Oaks. 


[00:01:16.12] INTERVIEWER: Tell us a little bit about your family--your parents, siblings-- 


[00:01:21.08] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: My mother was born and raised in Ireland. My father was 
raised New York--grew up in New York. They had three girls before me and thirteen years after that last one 
of them was born, | was born. So | was really kind of raised as an only child. Spoiled--only child. My parents 
are both deceased. | know this is--you can edit this--this is about--well, let's go on. Glad you can edit it, or 
we'd be starting over. All right. So | was raised in Sherman Oaks, up in the hills. There were no other 
children in the neighborhood, so | was really raised as an only child. Only one of my sisters is still living--my 
sister Rose, who's ninety-four--and she just gave me a birthday party last Sunday on my eightieth birthday. 
Was giving her baby--she wrote in email she was giving her baby sister a birthday party. Anyway, so | did 
grow up in Sherman Oaks and live there until eighth grade, and in the middle of eighth grade our family 
moved to another part of the valley, North Hollywood. 


[00:02:53.29] INTERVIEWER: What did your parents do for a living? 


[00:02:57.03] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, my mother was a mother. But my father, even when 
he married my mother--he was already in the film industry. The last thing he did was art direction, and he 
was a Supervising art director for RKO Studios until he retired, which was some--during the time when 
Howard Hughes was gone to RKO. He met my mother when she came from Ireland to be a singer on-stage 
to raise money for the Irish Republican Army. And she was supposed to stay about two months. And she met 
my father, but she thought he was her cousin. And then she said to somebody, "Oh, Cousin Al is being so 
nice to me.” And then they said, “Honey, he’s not your cousin.” And she married him, had three children, and 
that was that, until | came along by mistake thirteen years later. 


[00:04:14.19] INTERVIEWER: Did having parents as performers or your father in the film industry influence 
your childhood at all? Were you exposed to Hollywood? 
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[00:04:22.25] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Yes, my father took me to work with him sometimes when 
they were shooting--particularly if there was a child in the film. And all the men in the Art Department-- 
sometimes he’d just take me to work and I'd play around and draw, and so | Knew all the men he worked 
with. And those families became close to our families and we’d have them for dinner sometimes and vice 
versa. So--that was good. 


[00:04:54.11] INTERVIEWER: Was your family very religious? 


[00:04:57.11] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: No. But they were religious--| mean, we went to church 
on Sunday. We never said Grace before meals. | went to Catholic school all my life, so | learned about 
religion--Catholic religion--at school. But we did always go to church on Sunday--and that’s about it. 
[laughs]. 


[00:05:21.29] INTERVIEWER: So, how old were you when you first considered becoming a Sister? 


[00:05:26.29] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: | think you’d say | was in high school. And particularly 
after | was old enough to drive and had my own car, | could drive myself to morning Mass. And that was 
important in my life at that time. | think God was already--although | didn’t think of it that way then--already 
kind of acting. Well, we know God's always acting. [laughs]. 


[00:05:54.14] INTERVIEWER: Where did you go to high school? 


[00:05:56.29] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: | went to high school in Studio City--a school called 
Corvallis High School, which closed--closed | forget how long ago, but it’s not operating anymore. And when 
| finished high school | had made good friends with one of the Sisters who taught there--the Religious of the 
Sacred Heart of Mary [RSHM] taught there--and | really was thinking of entering that community then. And | 
think that came as quite a shock to my parents. | think they had kind of planned the rest of their lives 
around me, since | was all--one there. And anyway, so they weren't keen about that. So that meant choose 
a college to go to. At that time there were three Catholic women’s colleges in Los Angeles--Marymount, 
Mount St. Mary’s, and Immaculate Heart. | wanted to go to Marymount; my mother wanted me to go to 
Immaculate Heart--and that left this neutral ground called Mount St. Mary’s College. So my father--when we 
kind of came to this agreement--he still was trying to give me all these opportunities so I'd see other things 
that were good, you know. So he sent my mother and I|--my mother and me--to Europe on a Marian Year 
tour--1954. And that meant that the registration date at Mount St. Mary’s College was when | would be 
gone. And so we--I| made an appointment--we made an appointment to go up and register me. Up ‘till that 
moment in my life | had never met a CS}. The first CS} | met was Sister [Mary] Teresa Connolly--she was 
the Registrar then. And she was very nice and everything went fine. Then came home from the trip, and got- 
-| was going to reside on campus--got my room, and got to know a lot of the Sisters and enjoyed it, and 
enjoyed watching them in the evening as they enjoyed each other’s company so much, which was not what | 
had seen in the other Sisters | had gone to school with in their communities. | really thought that was great, 
that they enjoyed that common time--enjoying each other. 


[00:08:48.05] INTERVIEWER: Who are some of the other Sisters that you remember from that time? 


[00:08:53.21] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Yeah, | remember them very well. Sister [Mary] Laurentia 
[Digges (1910-1991)]; Sister St. Claire [Coyne (-1980), History faculty]; Sister Patricia Clare [Mullin (1908- 
2002), English faculty]; Sister Mary Patricia [Sexton (1912-1986), English faculty]; Sister Cornelia Mary 
[Callahan (1924-), Mathematics and Philosophy faculty]. Others whose names | can’t remember right this 
second. 


[00:09:17.07] INTERVIEWER: Were there any of them that had particular influence or encouraged you in 
any particular way? 


[00:09:22.23] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, encouraged me--| had a good time in those two 

years. | went to the Mount for two years before | entered, and | had a wonderful time. Playing bridge after 
dinner in the smoker--things were very different then. And | played a lot. And | wasn’t really doing that well 
in school. And Sister St. Claire was the Dean of Resident Students. And she took me aside and talked to me 
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about--because | never wanted to turn anybody down who needed a ride to Westwood. So I|’d get in my car 
and drive them to Westwood. Not too many of us had cars on campus. And so my grades fell. And | knew 
they were falling. | even told my mother. And anyway Sister St. Claire did me a great favor--she took away 
my car keys. [laughs]. And so, my grades did come up. [laughs]. And | guess the thing is, in my dorm room- 
-it was what we had on third floor Brady [Hall] at the time--suites, which were two big rooms with a small 
room in-between, and a connecting bathroom. And in my--! did not have a roommate the first semester of 
my sophomore year. And so everybody would tease me in the dorm if there was any visitor. And they'd say, 
“Ha ha! There’s your new roommate! There’s your new roommate!” And finally one day, it happened. And 
my new roommate was a young woman who had been going to enter this community that day, and her 
medical records said she couldn’t. And so her mother brought her to Chalon and she moved in with me. And 
her mother was really sorry she couldn’t--hadn’t been able to enter that day. And so, her name was Elaine 
[??], and we became very good friends. But | was kind of--| guess you could say the “butt” of teasing. They 
teased me a lot. And they all--the other five in the suite teased me a lot. So they pretended that Elaine’s 
problem was mental. And they had her do all these funny things like smear Vaseline on the wall, or on the 
doorknobs. And I'd say something like, “She’s really not right.” Anyway--but that was the fall semester of my 
second year. And in the spring semester Elaine entered the convent. And basically in those days we did not 
have a chapel there at Carondelet Center, so when she went to receive the habit on March 19th, it was the 
Chalon chapel, and she--they couldn't invite a lot of people because it was not large enough, because it was 
a large number of people receiving the habit. And so Elaine was there but | was out watching everything 
with everybody. And that was March. So | made up my mind right that day that that was the order | was 
going to enter. And so | went to Sister Laurentia and said, you know, “I'd like to be a Sister.” And she said to 
me, “Now these are the things you do. You go talk to a priest, and you pray about it.” | said, “I’ve done all 
that already.” And she--so then | went to visit her like every couple of weeks, and | entered the following 
September 15th [19567]. 


[00:13:59.21] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember how many were in your group when you entered? 


[00:14:04.16] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Yes. The largest group that there ever was--we were 
sixty-eight. One left the next day, but we entered sixty-eight. [smiles]. 


[00:14:15.13] INTERVIEWER: What do you remember from your early days as a postulant and a novice? Any 
stories or what your hopes were? 


[00:14:24.03] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: | just hoped that they would keep me and I'd be a good 
Sister. What kinds of things do | remember? Being scared of getting in trouble--that |’d do something wrong. 


[00:14:37.05] INTERVIEWER: Was it a--was the community lifestyle surprising to you, or challenging? 


[00:14:44.09] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: You know, | just did not have any idea what it was going 
to be like. Things like--well, for example, as you know from what | said earlier | was pretty spoiled growing 
up. So when it came time like to change sheets on a bed | didn’t know how. Mop a floor? | didn’t know what 
they were talking about. Because those were things--my sisters all had to them when they were growing up, 
but by the time | came along it wasn’t part of the game. | was really afraid of breaking a rule. One day--you 
know we had all our jobs to do--cleaning-type jobs were called “charges”--and one day my charge was 
cleaning the bathrooms. And in those days postulants wore black blouses with a little--seersucker kind of 
blouses with a little pocket [gestures over left side of chest]. And | had borrowed a nail clippers from one of 
the other postulants, and | had it in the pocket of the blouse. And | was leaning over to scrub the toilets and 
it fell in. It wasn’t just in, it went all the way down. And | went in tears to the postulant mistress. And by the 
time | finally finished, she said, “I don’t understand what you’re crying about. Are you crying because you 
lost Eva’s nail clippers, or are you crying because you think you've ruined the plumbing in the building?” | 
said, “Both! Both!” And she said, “Tell your mother to buy Eva another nail clippers, and don’t worry about 
the plumbing.” So, getting in trouble, which | didn’t do a lot, but | did--for example, one thing--one charge | 
frequently had was what was called “doorbell and phone”. And one day, | was on “doorbell and phone” and 
the doorbell rang here in this Carondelet Center. And that didn’t happen a whole lot. So | went trotting to the 
front door to answer the door. And | opened it and at that--and two women came in and asked to see 
Reverend Mother from St. Louis, who just happened to be here for a visit. And she was up in the novitiate--| 
knew where she was--she was up in the novitiate visiting with the novices. So | had them come into the-- 
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again, everything’s been remodeled here--but the first door to the left--and sit down, and | went up to get 
Reverend Mother. And | brought her down, and | took her to that parlor, and she’s visiting. And | thought-- 
she said something about, “Now take me back up when I’m finished” or something like that. So | hung 
around. And in the meantime, Mother Provincial came along. And she said, “What are you doing here?” And | 
said, “Oh, Reverend Mother has visitors and I’m just waiting to take her back upstairs.” “Well, where are 
they?”, she said. | said, “Oh, in the parlor right to the left inside the front door.” Well, that was not where 
you put Reverend Mother’s visitors, but | didn’t know that. The most important person in our congregation 
and | put her visitors there? So--you know, | got in trouble a lot for little things that | didn’t even know | was 
doing wrong. [smiles]. But--| made it. 


[00:18:56.26] INTERVIEWER: Yes, you did. [all laugh]. Do you remember the day you received the habit and 
how you felt? 


[00:19:04.16] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: | do. Well we received the habit up at the Chalon campus. 
We still didn’t have the chapel here. Usually what happened on that day, besides our prayerful preparation 
for it, is because it was the habit, you didn’t know how to put it on yourself, and so they--I guess in-- 
somewhere in the province--they appointed two people--hopefully, two people who knew you--to help you 
get dressed in the habit. And the two Sisters that helped me get dressed were both people | knew pretty 
well: Sister St. Francis [Sheerin] and Sister Rose de Lima [Lynch (1896-1986)]. And, again, in those days we 
wore a little white cap, and then a [gestures around face]--like a--we called them “cornets”--covered our 
head. Well, they just got that far on me. And | didn’t have any other clothes on, no veil no nothing--just this 
little white cap on my head. And they stood back and said, “Oh doesn’t she look lovely in the habit?” Well, | 
wasn't in the habit yet. All | had on my head was this little white cap. [laughs]. So anyway, that was funny. 
But--how did | feel? Well, | liked it. | thought it was great. In fact | never had a dislike for the habit. | know 
we changed--[smiles]--Vatican Il came along and--! think that’s one of the things | remember the most as a 
result of Vatican Il, because you know, | didn’t change ministries. I’ve really been in something related to 
education all my life, and so a lot of the things that got changed for people that were in other ministries 
didn’t change a whole lot for me. 


[00:21:03.14] INTERVIEWER: We'll talk more about that. You know, we talk about the charism today in a 
very particular kind of way, but in the earlier days it wasn’t really articulated in that way if l--. So how would 
you have described the spirit of the Sisters from say, before Vatican II? You've mentioned the warmth and 
the friendliness. What else would you say was characteristic? 


[00:21:24.16] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, | think that--! didn’t know about a charism before | 
entered. | thought what | was coming to was a life where the so-called “charism” [gestures air quotes]-- 
which | didn’t know about--was to love God. And we prayed, and prayed quietly ourselves, tried to do what 
we were told, and to me the charism was love of God. 


[00:21:57.27] INTERVIEWER: Tell us a little bit about your first mission. 


[00:22:03.22] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: [laughs]. Oh. My first mission was at St. Eugene's School, 
in Inglewood [California]. | taught third grade, and | did not really know what | was doing--I hadn’t done 
student teaching. And |--to me, the object of that year was to do the best job | could. Well, | didn’t know 
enough to do what you'd call a perfect job. But you know, it was like third grade, and | knew there were 
third grade readers in the cupboard for the children to use, and they said “3-1” on them. | didn’t know there 
was another whole set of readers called “3-2” that they were supposed to use in the second semester, so we 
spent the whole year on “3-1”. [laughs]. | would go into the other third grade there and teach Religion. 
Turned out one of my nephews married one of the girls that | had taught Religion to in that third grade 
about twenty years later or more. Anyway, | also had taken piano lessons when |--from first grade through 
about twelfth grade. And so | couldn’t play anymore, but | was asked to teach piano there. And | was able to 
do it for beginners. But the piano where | taught was on the bottom floor, but the stairs going up were right 
next to where | was. And the superior’s office--and she didn’t teach at all--she was an older woman who had 
her office right at [gestures up]--but she was also a musician. So |’d be teaching the kids, and all of a 
sudden I'd hear [shouts] “B-flat!”--because the child had played the wrong note. Anyway, so | think the main 
thing again there was not to displease the superior. And for the first time | was trying to cook--we took turns 
on Sunday cooking and that was a--kind of a disaster, but people helped me. So to get along with each 
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other--there were--you know, in these days a lot of Sisters now live alone or in very small groups. Well that-- 
there were thirteen of us in that house. And the people older than myself really did help me a lot. And some 
of them are still good friends. 


[00:24:45.15] INTERVIEWER: Is there anyone you want to mention in particular? 
[00:24:47.29] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Probably not--at this time. [smiles]. 


[00:24:54.06] INTERVIEWER: So you continued in education--what do you remember about that part of your 
vocation--how you developed as a teacher--what you liked about it? 


[00:25:03.20] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: | loved it. | only taught third grade there for one year. | 
was changed to another school the next year, and | taught second grade. That was St. Maria Goretti 
[School] in Long Beach [California]. | was changed again after that. So my first three years | went from third 
grade to second grade to first grade. And | did well. | mean, we had sixty-five children in my--when | had 
first grade for the first time, there were sixty-five first graders, and we didn’t have any aides, anything like 
that. But it was good, you know. You know, it was first grade--you don’t know whether they know how to go 
to the potty by themselves or not. So we have a rosary on our habit hanging down, and first day a little kid 
tugged on the rosary. He said, “Gotta go potty.” And you know | had to take him, or send him, or what--but 
we got through that okay. At--when | was--and then | went from school to school, teaching first grade. 
While | was teaching first grade at St. Jane Frances [de Chantal] School in North Hollywood, | got a letter 
from the provincial, asking me if | would look into studying Early Childhood Education at Cal State 
Northridge. So | did, and | did. | ended up in the masters program in Early Childhood Education at Cal State 
Northridge. Then | got another letter from--I think it was Dr. [F. Roman] Young [(1913-1995)] at Mount St. 
Mary’s College. He was chair of the Ed [Education] department, and he was housed--his office at Doheny. 
And he said he’d like to meet me, that he heard | was studying Early Childhood Education and whatever. So 
you know, | didn’t try to teach at the college--| got these letters. So then | wrote to him, and | asked him, 
“Well, are you expecting that | would be teaching the women who want to teach young children, or would | 
be a teacher in the Child Development Center there teaching little children?” And he wrote back and said, “I 
don't know.” And so finally, months later, because this was still in the semester--months--| did meet him. 
And then | finally learned that | would be teaching the young women who wanted to be Early Childhood 
teachers. And so | ended up moving to Doheny and getting oriented. He--| became the Program Director--at 
that time they called it “preschool Teaching”--now they call it Early Childhood, and well--they may be not 
even doing that anymore. But so | was the Program Director, the Academic Advisor, and taught quite a few 
of the courses in that two-year program. When Doheny opened, it was primarily for two-year students, and-- 
or graduate students--so any student | worked with was there in a two-year program. As time went on, quite 
a few of them did transfer to Chalon. But not in the early days. The idea was, get your Early Childhood 
degree and get a job in a preschool, and | prepared them for that. Nowadays, people that go there for the 
two-year program, they continue on to Chalon for the most part. My students in the beginning went to Cal 
State LA, or wherever. And a few went on. One student that | had entered the community--Sister Irene 
[Evangelina] Najara, and that was--it surprised me. It was great. It was so many years later that I--. And 
then another student that | had in my program there works here at Carondelet Center--she works with Sister 
Sharon Margaret [Ninteman, birth name Mary Margaret]. | don’t know if you've met [Alma ??]. But Alma was 
one of mine--which is kind of how we refer to them [unintelligible]. 


[00:29:53.06] INTERVIEWER: What was the transition like for you to go from teaching--being with the little 
children to teaching young adults, essentially? 


[00:29:59.24] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well it was--| guess | didn’t have time to over-react, 
because it was so new, and | had so much to do--so much to learn. You know, you have to order the 
textbooks for your classes. Well | certainly never had to do that in elementary, but you know, review several 
textbooks and choose the one you thought would be best for the students--order them--work with the 
bookstore. | miss--I still--well | still do an hour a week with four year olds, volunteer, because | do miss 
them. | always did. In fact | sometimes | thought, “Why did | ever leave first grade?” Because they are so 
delightful. 


[00:30:43.16] INTERVIEWER: Can you say more about that? What do you love about that age group and 
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that grade? 


[00:30:49.28] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: They’re so open. They so much want to help. They want 
to draw and they want to play. They--I’m right now--the other day one of the children said to me--well, 
before she said it to me I've been working with these four year olds and we've been reading a modified 
gospel story from Sunday’s gospel. And we talk about J esus, and | explain--! tell them in the beginning, 
“Jesus is my best friend but he wants to know you.” We’re gonna--we’d go through this--and how God has 
made everything. Finally after about six weeks this one little girl who is very quiet, thinking a whole lot, she 
[went], “But the only thing | don’t get is who made God?” And | thought [sings], “She’s thinking! Oh good!” 
[laughs]. But first graders--well they love their teacher. Who doesn’t want to be loved? [laughs]. No I--! do 
miss them. But then when | had my young students at the college, | was with them as they worked with the 
young children. They had to do student teaching so | would visit them on-site--brought into the program 
something that wasn’t there before which was videotaping them as they did their student teaching in sites 
for young children. And we got a grant for that at that time. So it was good. 


[00:32:43.01] INTERVIEWER: Did you grow to love the college level students? 


[00:32:45.15] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Oh. Yes. | did. | grew to love the college. | loved the 
college and | grew to love the girls. You know, every once in a while | still get Christmas cards from some of 
them and that makes me happy. [smiles]. Yeah. | did grow to love them, and it wasn’t just my two-year 
students. | did teach an occasional class at Chalon. And | did work with Sister Kieran [Vaughan] in the 
Graduate Program--and | taught--not statistics, that’s what | got help with myself--but | did teach 
preparation for their masters project, and | supervised quite a few masters students on their masters project. 


[00:33:37.09] INTERVIEWER: Can you tell us more what it was--just what it was like at the Doheny campus 
in general at those days? 


[00:33:43.00] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Yeah, | loved it. It was so beautiful and so quiet. And the 
grounds were so beautiful. | don’t know if anybody else that you’ve talked to has told you about Mr. Blundell 
[William Henry Blundell (1915-1987), Doheny campus caretaker], at the Doheny campus? | might cry in the 
middle of this, but anyway. He was the main caretaker of the whole place, because he had been there from 
the time of the Dohenys. He knew every pipe under every building. He knew every switch. | mean, he knew 
everything. And he was so kind--always--to all of us. And one day he was underground, under what | think is 
now--they used to call it The Wigwam at Doheny--but under the garages over there, and there was an 
explosion, and he was killed there. And | mean, the whole campus was so dumbfounded for weeks. And, you 
know, | recently sent all of the--| kept everything about him for years, you know. Now that I’m eighty and | 
might die someday, | thought maybe it should be in the archives of the college, so | just recently sent it up 
to--| forget her name--Vicky [McCargar, MSMU Archivist & Special Collections Librarian]. But the--he just 
kept the campus so beautiful. But it’s still beautiful. Several more buildings and programs that were there. 
And it was different with the Sisters around too. | forget exactly how many we were, but in the low twenties 
| believe. And we were all one big group of Sisters of St. J oseph--we didn’t have the Sisters who lived in this 
house, and two-- different communities--no, we were one big Doheny community. And we all ate together at 
breakfast. We had Mass together in the morning. We ate together for breakfast in what is--on the ground 
floor--the large dining room as you come in off the elevator and you go to your left--that big room? We all 
ate breakfast together there. At lunch time, we all ate in that building. We came over when we were free 
and got lunch--which there is a Sister there--somebody may have mentioned Sister Teresa Margaret 
[Windhaus (-1989)]. She cooked everything for everybody, three meals a day--and was so pleasant and 
sweet about doing it. But anyway, we did come over and ate lunch in the little back dining room there. And 
dinner--we all came together for dinner. So that was a big difference--how much Vatican [I|]--you know, 
even dividing into smaller groups. | ended up in the first group that made a separate community over in 
Building 22 there. And it was different, because if you weren’t going to be in the big group, you didn’t have 
one superior that took care of everybody. So we had our little group in Building 22, and met together to plan 
what we were doing. But there really was like no superior there, or whatever. 


[00:37:26.22] INTERVIEWER: How did you feel about that change of community model? 
[00:37:30.24] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well | loved all the people that still were in the big group. 
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But it was good, you know, and it prepared us to keep changing and moving. We've always adapted, | think- 
-our community. And | think that’s important. 


[00:37:48.22] INTERVIEWER: What do you remember--you’ve already mentioned the habit as being one of 
the things you remember the most about Vatican Il and community life. What else did Vatican do--Vatican I| 
do you think did that changed your life or your religious life, or your perception of the Church? 


[00:38:06.04] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, that there could be change, for one thing. It wasn’t- 
-died in the wool, that we could make changes. And | think we need to take a break. 


[00:38:24.14] [Director’s comments]. 


[00:38:39.10] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: You know, in terms of Vatican I|, just--| probably was 
oblivious to a lot of that because | wasn’t in a ministry where | got into social justice right away. | mean, it 
was like my thing was teaching--to be the best teacher | could. That's why | guess they sent me on to study. 
And then--we didn't get to that yet--Sister Magdalen [Coughlin (1930-1994)] pushed me--the third time she 
pushed me to get a PhD we were in an elevator. [laughs]. | thought she was going to stop the elevator mid- 
floor. Anyway, so, okay. 


[00:39:31.19] INTERVIEWER: Are you okay? 


[00:39:33.03] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Yeah. | just don’t want to give any big speech about 
Vatican II-- 


[00:39:37.08] INTERVIEWER: --that’s okay-- 

[00:39:38.14] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: --because |--I won't say it didn’t mean anything to me-- 
[00:39:41.21] KELBY THWAITS: J ust from your perspective. It doesn’t need to be a big speech, just-- 
[00:39:45.25] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: --well yeah, it’s not very profound. [laughs]. 


[00:39:48.12] INTERVIEWER: But what you said about “that there could be change”--that actually is quite 
profound, and | have not heard someone put it quite that way. 


[00:39:57.01] KELBY THWAITS: And succinctly. If you could say that as a statement, that would be 
wonderful as well. 


[00:40:01.22] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Yeah, okay. 
[00:40:04.08] [Director’s comments]. 


[00:40:23.10] INTERVIEWER: | think one other thing about Vatican II that | like to ask the Sisters--and 
maybe--if you don’t have experience with this either, that’s okay. What about renewal in terms of the 
charism and history. Did you start to learn more about the early roots? 


[00:40:37.16] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Yes. A little. A little more. And | think what--a little more 
of the history. And | think | was struck very much by Le Puy [France]--what we heard about Le Puy in terms 
of Father [Jean Paul] Médaille, [S) (1618-1689)] and those early Sisters who did lace-making, and went out 
and taught others how to do lace-making--and the re-establishment in Lyon [France]. And I--and it made me 
want to go there. And finally two summers ago, | got to go. So that pleased me. I'd like to go again, but | 
doubt that’s going to happen, but you never know. But in terms of the history--and the history in this 
country--the other story that amazes me every time | hear parts of it is the Trek of the Sisters [Trek of the 
Seven Sisters] who came from the East to Arizona. And | don’t know if she’ll--Sister Mary Murphy has taken 
groups every year to do that, and | don’t know if she'll do it again, but | am thinking of joining her if she 
does do it again, because--| better do anything, you know, that | can possibly physically do, before | can’t do 
it anymore. 
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[00:42:10.05] INTERVIEWER: So what do you think those stories say about the early Sisters, and how does 
that connect with your own sense of being a Sister? 


[00:42:18.03] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: It’s like--we do--we don’t call it excellence exactly--but 
what we see as the important thing to do--what’s good for ourselves and the people of God--just do it. Push 
ahead and do it. | mean, the ones that came from France, they had no idea what it was going to end up 
being like. People that did the Trek west, they didn’t know. I’m sure they didn’t have any pictures of some of 
these men they met along the way. Maybe it was exciting, but maybe it was fearful. So those are things | 
remember |--you know, we have some of that--in the novitiate we learned some. But | think even people 
who came--who entered after | did--after Vatican I|--got more of that. | mean, we--by this time we were 
talking more about ourselves and learning more about the history. So that’s something | think | kind of 
missed, but--always ears open. [smiles]. 


[00:43:42.06] INTERVIEWER: What about the charism or the spirit when we talk about, you know, things 
like the [CS] ] Consensus Statement [1969], or the, you know, “that all may be one”--when did--has some of 
that started to [descend]? 


[00:43:54.00] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Oh, yeah. It definitely did, with different assemblies, and 
chapters--we've certainly in the re-doing--| mean, | received the old Constitution, so what we have now is, 
you know, the updated, or--may be updated again someday, but | mean, the latest. And I|--and every result 
of every chapter we have is summarized. And going back and reading that reminds us of what we’re about. 
And looking for--still, at my age, still kind of looking for more ways that with my own limitations | can still be 
of service. So--we don't live in a parish that has a--like an outreach program or something, so--. | just 
recently made a date to go over on Sundays--some Sundays--to St. Ferdinand’s parish. And Sister Steven 
Elizabeth [Daly] makes sandwiches over there every--whatever--Sunday, and so |’m going to meet her next 
time and join them. Because--you know, | just--you want to do more. You see the needs. You look at the 
statistics of the homelessness in LA and the hunger, and feel like, if | were younger, maybe | would have 
gone in that direction, of you know, helping the homeless or | don’t know what exactly, because | obviously 
wasn't there. | was still teaching. [laughs]. But, yeah. 


[00:45:43.05] INTERVIEWER: So let’s go back to when you were going to get your PhD. Did you have 
hesitation about pursuing a PhD? 


[00:45:50.24] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Yes. | definitely did. | felt that--and | still do feel, in a 
way--that my--what | got in the program at CSUN was so good. It was just--the professors--you know every 
once in a while | wish they were still around. They were so wonderful. And cared so much about the good of 
children and what was really good, and how children really learn. And | did go--under duress you might say-- 
and | was told by our community that | could only go to half--part-time. And where, if you’re living at 
Doheny, and working there, you have to find something in proximity if you’re only going to study part time 
for a doctorate. So | went over to the office at USC and | met the person--little did | know she was just 
leaving the university--the person in charge of programs for children. Margaret [Ellis] Smart [(1916-2007)] 
was her name. And got excited kind of, and was ready kind of to begin. And then--so | registered, and 
started, and--but she left. And nobody really took over who had a--what | envisioned it in a doctoral program 
was there would be somebody who had something good going with children, and you could become part of 
that, and eventually maybe branch off from that. But it just didn’t work that way. | mean, | did the program. 
| did a dissertation and | passed the orals and | finished, but, what did happen after Dr. Smart left USC is 
that the person who was hired to be in charge of that had just finished his PhD in the East. And | don’t think 
he had really taught before. And so, a group of about maybe ten or twelve of us who were in the first class 
came together with him. We had bought the text book. And he said, “Now how are we going to do this? 
Well, | don’t know”, he said. “I’m going to go outside for a while, and why don’t you all just decide how you 
want to have this class be.” [laughs]. You know, that’s not how | taught, or how | wanted to learn. | mean-- 
so his contract wasn’t renewed. But nobody else came, either, to be in charge. So you just had to take the 
courses. So | did it all. And--but | didn’t make any lasting friends or models or moderators to follow. | guess 
it’s maybe too cruel to say I’m forever who’s playing SC, but that is how | feel. [smiles] 


[00:49:23.29] INTERVIEWER: What was your dissertation about? 
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[00:49:26.25] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: My hesitation? 
[00:49:27.15] INTERVIEWER: Your dissertation. 


[00:49:28.26] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Oh. [laughs]. Okay, | had done a review of research and 
turned it in to be approved, and that was going to be about children’s concepts of death--and using things in 
our own Child Development Center at Doheny. But that was rejected and rejected and rejected. And my big 
sister--| called her on the phone--I was telling her--she said, “Honey, put death in a box and start over. They 
think you’re going to do something religious with that and they probably don’t want it, so just start thinking.” 
So | started reading what was going on, and | was reading about holding children back in school--retaining 
them. And so | did a study on the characteristics of children that are “retained” in kindergarten ["Children's 
characteristics related to promotion and nonpromotion in kindergarten" USC 1987]. And probably found out 
what | thought, although it didn’t come out quite that way. But, you know, children that are retained in 
kindergarten--in those days anyway--they were retained in kindergarten--they’re not [gestures air quotes] 
“dumber”. They're not any lower than any other child. What they are is, they’re more active, and have 
poorer visual discrimination. And that’s the only difference. In order to do that, | interviewed kindergartners 
at about thirty-six Catholic schools--not just on one topic--! did it--| had different measures of their abilities 
in different ways--not just cognitive. And so | got to know a lot of kindergarten teachers. And | enjoyed 
going to the schools. But, you know, | still have friends from those days. [laughs]. 


[00:51:44.09] INTERVIEWER: Would you tell us a little bit about the Child Development Center at Doheny 
and--I think the Sister who founded it recently died--is that right? Could you tell us a little bit about that 
history? 


[00:51:57.26] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, it was--it was going already when | got there. But 
there were Sisters who had been connected with it, and the founding | don’t know a whole lot about. But 
Sister Mary Irene [Flanagan?] might be who you're thinking of. And also there was another Sister whose 
name was Sister Mary Luke [Anderson?]. And they were both connected with it. It’s in the old--one of the old 
mansions, which again | know you know that. [unintelligible]. There--it was bigger. They had more children 
at one time than they do now. They get funds from the government, and have to reapply for those funds 
every year. And of course as the funds go down they can handle fewer children, because they have to pay 
the teachers out of what they get. And there is a ratio of--in all preschools in California--of twelve to one. So 
like where | volunteer in preschool right now there are enough children they have to have two hired 
teachers. But anyway--the children are varied in age--at least they were when | was there at the Child 
Development Center. [smiles]. The very young ones in one room, and middle and then the ones that are 
maybe getting ready to move on to kindergarten in another room. |--it’s a state-funded preschool, which 
means that it’s not really a religious school. It might be on the campus of Mount St. Mary’s, but it’s not a 
religious school. However we've always had directors who celebrate all holidays--Christmas particularly. But 
they also--the other holidays that go with Christmas for other cultures are celebrated also. When | was there 
| had a young woman in one of my classes whose father was extremely wealthy. And he made--he was in 
charge of the company that makes uniforms, including all the Dodger uniforms and things like that. [Warren 
Ackerman (1917-2012), owner and President of House of Uniforms in Beverly Hills]. He was--it was a J ewish 
family, and Laurie [Ackerman ‘84] was an older student in my two-year program, which, you know, she 
didn’t quite--. Anyway, she saw the good of the Child Development Center and told her father all about it. He 
started a program where he came as Santa Claus every year that he was able. And brought all kinds of gifts 
for the children--| mean, unbelievable number of gifts for the children that were there, as well as their 
brothers and sisters--as well as for each child to have more than one gift. And eventually he couldn't climb 
the stairs there, so he came, but his friend Fred [??]--who | see once in a while at church--came as Santa 
Claus and still does it every year. So if you're ever around there and find out when Santa is coming to the 
Child Development Center, and Fred will be Santa, and he will still do--not only gifts for the children, but 
cases of oranges and all kinds of gifts. Bringing us all together--the J ewish Santa and the mixed children. 


[00:55:56.11] INTERVIEWER: That’s remarkable. Is there anything else from your--I| want to ask you about 


your sabbatical, but is there anything else from your time at the Mount that you want to share or like us to 
know? 
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[00:56:09.10] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, | did put on some workshops--that we sent notices 
out to different preschools in the area, which were well attended, and which were quite good. And | got 
different people to come and do those. And in those days, it isn’t like now when you hire a professional to 
come do something you really have to pay them big bucks. But | knew enough people that | was able to get- 
-maybe all | had to pay for was their plane ticket or something like that. And we had some wonderful 
workshops. And my students did help with the work, and they themselves had courses where they had to do 
lesson plans for the children in the Child Development Center, and perform them, as well as when they did 
their student teaching in other sites. We did--we went to oh places like USC Health Campus, J] ohn Tracy 
Clinic, Trade Tech Child Development Center--those are all places where the two-year students in ECE [Early 
Childhood Education] did their field work--more too, but | can’t remember them all. It’s been a while. 
[laughs]. 


[00:57:38.00] INTERVIEWER: Do you feel like your students and the Mount reached out to the greater Los 
Angeles area in terms of the neighbor--in terms of the needs--serving the needs? Can you make that 
connection for us? 


[00:57:51.24] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: | would say yes. Because--mainly because they took who 
they were with them. Every once in a while, as | said before, | hear from them at Christmas. But there are a 
few that | run into who at--went on to the two-year program at the Mount--and | still see them. Like | saw 
Stephanie Moore [’83?] at homecoming just this last month or so. And she’s still working with the poor and 
does other programs that she herself has, you know, dreamt up. And she even told me a few things and | 
don’t know can even remember them all right now, but | was very impressed when | heard them. J eannie-- 
what’s her name--well there’s one who's still working in the Child Development Center--] eannie Sabado 
[Eugenia "Jeannie" Sabado '79, Asst. Director and Lead Teacher, Child Development Center], who was one 
of our students. She got her BA degree and her masters at Cal State LA, but she got her AA at Doheny and 
she’s still working in the Child Development Center. That’s--those are the ones | can think of at this moment. 
| Know there are others who | hear from who type up what they are doing. But--again my memory is failing 
me a tad. 


[00:59:08.16] INTERVIEWER: That’s okay. That’s all right. So, tell us about your sabbatical. Why did you-- 
what were you hoping for with that? Why did you go on sabbatical? 


[00:59:24.03] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well | went on sabbatical--| was following partly--any 
research | did when | was on my sabbatical was following a trend | picked up in terms of--it came from the 
realization that Latino families did not necessarily read stories to their children. Yet, what | learned from my 
students and others--is they told stories to their children. So | did research on the kind of traditional stories 
that were told to Latino children. And then | had students who wrote about those stories and what it was 
like. And interviewed people who were Latino who--Latina | should say--who had been told stories growing 
up. And they wrote down what those stories were. And then | kind of put those together. So that was a part 
of my sabbatical. Another part was to learn some more Spanish. And | went to eight weeks of language 
school in Guadalajara. And | was pretty good at the end. | could write it, | could read it, | could speak it, but 
| couldn’t hear it. And they just talked to fast for me. | just couldn’t--and maybe it’s because part of my brain 
was translating, which they never say--they say “Don’t translate.” But anyway--if | had kept it up I’d 
probably still have some of that. But | did that for eight weeks. I--Sister Kieran [Vaughan] who still teaches 
at the college--during a period of time there met me in Mexico City, and we toured there and did some 
activities there, and then we traveled to Guatemala, where | have a nephew living. And there’s a time when 
Guatemala--Antigua--and Guatemala really celebrates Holy Week--Semana Santa. And all of the roads are 
covered with flowers or colored sand, and the processions with floats go down those roads, and the people 
follow them. We did all that for Holy Week there--stayed at my nephew’s--it was just the most wonderful 
experiences. And so she didn’t go on my whole sabbatical with me, she just came for that week. But-- 
[laughs]--it was partly sponsored by the college and partly sponsored by the community. So! was able to do 
some extra things. What else? It was a whole year. | should be able to remember more. As | say, my 
memory just ain't what it used to be. 


[01:03:16.08] INTERVIEWER: That’s okay. When did you move on to other ministries besides being at the 
Mount and what spurred you to change? 
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[01:03:29.19] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, actually, one of the reasons | left the Mount is 
because people totally associated with me--with Doheny. And one of the--because at that time | was an 
Associate Professor--and | had tenure--but people associated me with Doheny. And one of the things it says 
in the faculty handbook is that you need to be on committees. So | could be nominated for ten committees 
and never elected to one, because people at Chalon really didn’t know me. And so | decided | wasn’t being a 
good faculty member, so it was time to move on. And so here | was without a job. | sent my resume out and 
| went up to Oregon and--Eastern Oregon State College--and interviewed for a position there and sent it 
other places who didn’t call me. And so here | am and it’s August--September--and | am without a ministry. 
In those days we didn’t do that. And so I’m here at Carondelet Center one night for a funeral, and Sister 
Cecilia Louise [Moore (1928-2004)], who | know you've probably heard more than--[smiles]--from so many 
people--she calls me over like this [makes beckoning gesture]. And she says, “I hear you don’t have a job 
yet.” And | said, “Right.” And she said, “Well now, listen to this. This is a connection. The only connection is 
the word “childhood”. But there is an opening downtown at the archdiocese for the Holy Childhood 
Association in the Mission Office.” And that was what people used to call the “pagan babies”--it was to raise 
money for the [gestures air quotes] “pagan babies”. So | went and interviewed, and to sum it up | ended up 
eight years in the Mission Office developing a program for raising money, but mainly raising an awareness of 
the children in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles that--they could help their brothers and sisters all over the 
world. While | was working in the Mission Office, they--the Mission Office sent me on a seventeen day trip to 
Peru, where | visited places that--the money that children in the archdioceses of Los Angeles--! had to get 
that information from the Washington, DC office--but when | found out then | wrote to those places. And 
when | went down--I had a translator--| took pictures and wrote stories about what our children in Los 
Angeles--how they had helped. And so | did that for eight years. When that started to turn into more of an 
administrative job, | left. And then | was talking to someone | knew from past ministries et cetera, and said, 
“You know | know you people that are principals in the Valley have meetings. So if you have a meeting and 
people are looking for somebody, |’m kind of free again, looking for something to do.” So | think she tucked 
it under her bonnet--wasn't a Sister--[smiles]--and she said, “I'll mention it, and if you don’t find anything, 
come back to me.” Well she hired--it was [Lee Moran?]--she hired me as Alumni Director, Child Development 
Center Director, and Religion Coordinator for the school. So | went wearing three hats. 


[01:07:39.19] INTERVIEWER: And what school was this? 


[01:07:48.13] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: St. Cyril's [School]. And | stayed there for five years. And 
then someone said to me, “Preschools are opening up in Catholic schools all over and we need someone to 
coordinate them.” So the person that said that to me, Pat Livingston, was Chair of the Education Department 
for the archdiocese at that time. So | went and interviewed and she hired me. And | developed a program, 
which I’m still proud of, although it doesn’t exist anymore. So | went into that. We had a person in charge of 
all the pre--you know | had meetings, | had come-togethers for the five regions of the archdiocese--for two 
years, and Pat resigned. And the person who took Pat’s place didn’t really have a use for preschools. So | 
worked for him for three years and then | realized that no matter what | said it didn’t matter in terms of 
continuing to develop things. Like there would be no money for my workshop to put on for the teachers or 
whatever. So then | retired. [smiles]. And here | am. [laughs]. 


[01:09:19.18] INTERVIEWER: What did you’ve been doing--how did you feel being retired and what are you 
doing with your time? 


[01:09:24.23] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, | miss working. Maybe not now that I’m eighty, but | 
really have missed it for since then--since 1975. And what do | do? | take the Eucharist to some home-bound 
senior citizens twice a week. And | work in the preschool at St. Cyril’s once a week for an hour or so. That's 
about it, except we have a big house and there’s three of us, and it needs--plants need watering and the 
trash needs work, and the house needs things done to it. And that’s what | do. 


[01:10:09.25] INTERVIEWER: Sister Imelda, can you tell us any--we'll go kind of big picture here--just in 
terms of your religious life and any hopes you have for the community moving in to the future, or any 
anxieties that you have as the community looks to the future? 


[01:10:27.00] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Probably not anxieties, but | feel confident because--one 
way is because the places that we sponsor that are really carrying on the CS] charism. The ones that come 
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to my mind most quickly--St. Joseph's High School in Lakewood; St. J oseph's Center; Alexandria House. 
Those people are carrying on the charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph. They are reaching out and so | am 
not--| see us as very small. It’s hopeful to me that we at least have a candidate. So I’m not despondent over 
that. | think we'll be okay. It’s just we have to take what we have and go with it and keep up that spirit--the 
spirit that we have of excellence. Was there another part to what you just said? 


[01:11:53.23] INTERVIEWER: Yeah. Hopes and anxieties for the future. But when you talk about the 
sponsored ministries and the charism can you say more about what you see happening? You say reaching 
out, but what--? 


[01:12:04.19] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, | see the principal at--Terri [Dr. Terri Mendoza, 
Principal (Ex-Officio) ]--at St. Joseph’s High School--| see her bringing students up here. | see her bringing 
them for J ubilee. | see her bringing them for other occasions to help. And they seem to just be almost a part 
of us when they’re here. | know St. Mary’s Academy tries to do that too. | don’t think they have as much 
availability of transportation and support as they do at--!| don’t mean support from the principal--| mean 
support financially. But | think the places too that--well, Alexandria House is not exactly sponsored. But | see 
that we have students who go and work there and stay working there. St. J oseph’s Center is, you know, 
involved with the community too. And the other thing--the Associates--the CS} Associates--maybe not all of 
them, but the newer ones particularly--have a real interest in the community and keeping the charism going. 
And as new Associates come along | think that’s influenced more. 


[01:13:50.23] KELBY THWAITS: You've talked about some of your contributions--especially how you've been 
so involved in education with children--young children--and then young adults, essentially--your ministry. 
What do you consider to be your most important contribution to society and to those who you have served? 


[01:14:16.22] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, | guess-- 
[01:14:19.23] KELBY THWAITS: --or most meaningful contribution you could say-- 


[01:14:22.21] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: --what | think is--you don’t ever work with young children 
without working with their parents also. And | think the time | spend with parents, trying to help them see 
what is good for their children, and what might not be good for their children. Like even this year, | had five 
minutes to talk to--in an hour or more period--to talk to the children who | was going to be talking to in the 
preschool this year. And, you know, my main thing was, “Never tell your child that your child is bad.” We are 
all good, no matter--maybe something we did is not good. But always support them--always love them, no 
matter what they do. And I've learned that from my family. My three sisters that | mentioned that | had 
between them had twenty-one children. And those twenty-one children have--some of them have gone 
astray a bit. But trust--my sisters and all of them--and the one that’s still living--never had given up on 
trusting their children no matter what they’d done. And they’re all turned--have turned out quite well. So | 
think helping adults know what to expect from and how to love children is really important. Other things I’ve 
done--that are probably written somewhere--one year | had a fellowship to Southwest Regional Lab. And we 
developed a kindergarten reading program there in that one year. And again | think the same thing, of 
what's good for children. And people that | met when | worked there. But it was--it’s a--you know--use your 
head and your experience of what you know about children to help those that are coming later. Yeah. 
[smiles]. So | think, you know, in trying to bring those ideas to others by putting on workshops and bringing 
in people when | was--had the archdiocesan preschools--! really tried to get the best people | knew to come 
and talk to the preschool directors. You know, everything changes. The field is not exactly what it was when 
| started in it. Too much money and government and all that. [smiles]. 


[01:17:22.02] INTERVIEWER: So a couple of last questions. What has been the greatest joy of your religious 
life would you say? 


[01:17:31.04] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: | would say developing my relationship with God. 
Developing my relationship with good friends--[smiles]--with former students--relationship really sums it up. 
God has been very good to me in that regard, in giving me good friends. And having just come Sunday from 
my eightieth birthday party with family |’m--] choke up a little bit because God has been so good. 
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[01:18:09.04] INTERVIEWER: And then would you say--is there something as a congregation--province--that 
you're most proud of your community? 


[01:18:16.09] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: That we've adapted to the times, | would say. You know, 
we have followed what Vatican II has suggested. We've gone back, we've looked at our founders. We 
certainly have a great option for the poor, and | guess | was more involved there right now. But | just think 
that we have always done the best we could. | know | felt | had to be the best teacher | could be. And | 
think | got that from the community always wanting to do the best that we could. And that’s what |’m proud 
of--belonging to a province that--or congregation--that has done that. 


[01:19:08.26] INTERVIEWER: Thank you. Is there anything else that you reflected on in your preparation 
that you wanted to share that | haven’t asked you about? Or stories of other Sisters that you want us to 
know? 


[01:19:22.22] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Oh I--did | tell--did | say that | went--I didn’t say--when | 
was in charge of the program at Doheny, we discovered that with the changes that were going on in 
preschool education that we really needed to offer a course in infants and toddler development? And | 
myself really didn’t feel | could contribute that much, because even | have twenty-one nieces and nephews 
they didn’t let me change their diapers. Anyway, so we had a--and you might have it in a--it might be in the 
list of institutions--I think a Crisis Nursery in Arizona--Sister Mary Kathleen Clarke [(1920-2003), founder of 
Casa de los Ninos children's center in Tucson, Arizona]--who’s deceased, who there’s a whole book written 
on that [Clark, M. K. 1990. A dream come true: The story of Casa de los Ninos]? So you might want to check 
into that. | don’t--people couldn't tell me for sure if it still existed or not. And | didn’t ever follow through on 
finding out. Anyway--so | decided | would volunteer for a summer at the crisis nursery with the infants and 
the toddlers. This is a kind of a funny story--| mean, not that | didn’t learn anything. But one of the things--| 
felt if we’re going to have infants and toddlers | ought to at least learn how to change a diaper. So here | 
was. In a place like that you always wear gloves. The diapers they used had sticky tabs on them. | could not 
change a diaper without the gloves sticking to the tabs. But then the gloves had a hole, so you had to take 
them off and change the gloves. [laughs]. So basically | ended up working with the preschoolers there 
instead of the infants and toddlers. [laughs]. That was my funny story | didn’t tell you. 


[01:21:23.02] INTERVIEWER: [laughs]. That’s a good one. 


[01:21:28.15] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Okay, this is not for the camera. On your list, have you-- 
on your list of people, do you have Vivian Burgess? Has anyone said that name to you? 


[01:21:38.11] INTERVIEWER: No, | don’t think so. 

[01:21:40.06] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: She's a very elderly and barely still living Associate. 
[01:21:45.01] INTERVIEWER: Oh she's an Associate? Okay. 

[01:21:46.10] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: She was in one of her--early, early nursing graduates from 
Chalon. | mean, we’re going back to the--maybe twenties, thirties. But she’s still alive. And she--maybe this 
is not what you want to bring out in this, because she asked to enter the community and was turned down 
because she’s black. But when she became an Associate she said well, this is as close as I'll ever get. She’s 
been a truly faithful Associate. And my heart breaks every time | hear this story. And we do hear it. Not big 
deal hear anymore. | think in the early days we heard it more. 

[01:22:32.20] INTERVIEWER: Wow. Thank you for that. 

[01:22:35.02] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well that’s info you might not want to use it. 
[01:22:37.19] INTERVIEWER: Well, it’s [unintelligible]-- 


[01:22:38.21] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: But you have it if you need it. 
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[01:22:39.29] INTERVIEWER: Yes. Yes. Thank you. 
[01:22:41.21] [Director’s comments. ] 


[01:22:50.20] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Well, no | was just thinking that if my picture got taken 
here it’s probably better than what they'll take for the J ubilee, because |’m a jubilarian this year. 


[01:22:57.07] INTERVIEWER: You’re a jubilarian. 

[01:22:58.07] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: Yeah. | had a great twenty-fifth and | had a great fiftieth 
and | wish we didn’t have to have a sixtieth. But we do. No | really--my twenty-fifth was in the backyard of 
the Child Development Center. As | said, | have twenty-one nieces and nephews, fifty-eight grand-nieces 
and nephews, | think forty-something great-grand-nieces and nephews--so I’m around kids a lot. And I--they 
were all there for that, and then for my fiftieth | had a great party at St. Cyril’s with my family. And the St. 
Cyril’s gave me a big party. I’ve had it--especially last Sunday | said, “Okay, this is it.” | wanted this 
celebration, but that’s it. | don’t--I’m fine. |’m happy. No more celebrations. But we have to go through the 
sixtieth, so we will. [all laugh]. Three of the people that are in the list for seventieth have died since the list 
came out. So maybe they didn’t want it either. [all laugh]. Sister Mary Irene [Flanagan (1928-2016)]. 
[01:24:06.19] INTERVIEWER: Yes. Well don’t take any hints from that. [laughs]. 

[01:24:09.20] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: I’m not. No, except for arthritis |’m very good. 
[01:24:14.21] INTERVIEWER: Thank you so much Sister Imelda. 

[01:24:16.03] SISTER IMELDA ANN D'AGOSTINO: You're welcome. Thank you. 

[01:24:17.27] [Director’s comments]. 


[01:24:24.13] End of interview. 
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Interview Date: 11/09/2016 

Interviewee: Sister |melda Ann D'Agostino 

Interviewer: Shannon Green, Director, CS] Institute, Mount Saint Mary's University; Kelby Thwaits, 
Instructor, Film and Television, Mount Saint Mary's University; Mary Trunk, Instructor, Film and Television, 
Mount Saint Mary's University; Laura Townsend, Production Coordinator, CS} Institute. 

Location: Carondelet Center, Los Angeles, California. 

Transcription Date: 02/15/2017 

Transcribed By: Nancy Steinmann 


[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments]. 
[00:00:24.28] Full name and age: birth name Imelda [Ann] D'Agostino, 80 years old. 


[00:00:54.20] Early life and family. Born Los Angeles, California. Raised in Sherman Oaks, California (Los 
Angeles suburb in San Fernando Valley). Mother born in Ireland. Father grew up in New York. Fourth child, 
born 13 years after last child. Sister Rose, 94 years old. Moved to North Hollywood, California in 8th grade. 
Mother housewife. Father in film industry. Influence of having father in film industry. 


[00:04:52.23] Early religious experiences. Attended Catholic school. 


[00:05:23.04] Early religious vocation. Attending Corvallis High School, Studio City, now closed. Taught by 
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary [RSHM] Sisters. Parents reaction to vocation. Choosing to go to MSMC. 
Marian year tour of Europe 1954. Meeting CSJs at Mount: Sister [Mary] Teresa Connolly, registrar. 


[00:08:47.19] Other Sisters at Mount: Sister [Mary] Laurentia [Digges (1910-1991)]; Sister St. Claire [Coyne 
(-1980), History faculty]; Sister Patricia Clare [Mullin (1908-2002), English faculty]; Sister Mary Patricia 
[Sexton (1912-1986), English faculty]; Sister Cornelia Mary [Callahan (1924-), Mathematics and Philosophy 
faculty]. Attending the Mount. Sister St. Claire, Dean of resident students, taking away car keys. 


[00:10:34.17] Dormitory life. Roommate [Elaine]. Teasing. Decision to enter CS]. Sister Laurentia. Entered 
convent September 15, [1956?]. Largest group ever to enter CSJs: sixty-eight. 


[00:14:13.08] Early religious life. Hopes for religious life. Daily "charges" [tasks]. Fear of breaking rules or 
getting in trouble. Postulant clothing. Story about door monitor duty. 


[00:18:58.03] Receiving the habit. Dressed by Sister St. Francis [Sheerin] and Sister Rose de Lima [Lynch 
(1896-1986)]. Description of habit: cap and "coronet" [cover] on head. Vatican II change of habit. 


[00:21:03.24] Charism and CS] spirit in early days. Loving God. Prayer. Obedience. 


[00:21:57.20] First mission: teaching third grade at St. Eugene's School, Inglewood, California. Teaching 
religion and piano. Story of superior and piano. Cooking. Community life. 


[00:24:53.08] Missions in education. Teaching first and second grade at St. Maria Goretti School, Long 
Beach, California. Teaching first grade at St. Jane Frances [de Chantal] School, North Hollywood. MA in Early 
Childhood Education at California State University Northridge (CSUN). 


[00:26:42.22] Dr. [F. Roman] Young [( 1913-1995)], MSMC chair of Education department. Working at 
Doheny campus as program director and teacher of Preschool Teaching (Early Childhood Education). Doheny 
campus 2-year programs. Sister Irene [Evangelina] Najara. Sister Sharon Margaret [Ninteman, birth name 
Mary Margaret]. Alma (student). 


[00:29:52.06] Transition from teaching children to young adults. Volunteer teaching children. Story of young 
student asking who made God. Grant for videotaping student teachers. 


[00:32:41.02] Teaching at Doheny. Current contacts with students. Teaching at Chalon. Working with Sister 
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Kieran [Vaughan] in Graduate Program. 


[00:33:36.28] Doheny campus. Mr. Blundell [William Henry Blundell (1915-1987)], Doheny caretaker killed in 
boiler explosion 01/17/1987. Victoria "Vicky" McCargar, Mount archivist. Community life at Doheny. Sister 
Teresa Margaret [Windhaus (-1989)], Doheny convent cook. Vatican II dividing community into groups. 
Living in building 22. No superiors for small groups. 


[00:37:26.25] Changes after Vatican Il. Change being possible. [Director's comments.] Sister Magdalen 
[Coughlin, birth name Patricia Louise Coughlin (1930-1994)] encouraging her to get PhD. 


[00:40:23.12] Vatican || renewal and roots. Learning the history of CSJs. Father [Jean Paul] Médaille, [S} 
(1618-1689)]. Visit to Le Puy, France. Trek of the Seven Sisters. "] ust do it". Sister Mary Murphy recreating 
Trek. 


[00:43:42.14] Charism and spirit. 1969 CS} Consensus Statement. Being of service. Volunteering in St. 
Ferdinand's Parish to make sandwiches for homeless with Sister Stephen Elizabeth Daly. 


[00:45:43.16] Obtaining PhD at USC. Teachers at CSUN. Margaret [Ellis] Smart [(1916-2007), early 
childhood education pioneer at USC]. Working without an advisor. PhD dissertation ["Children's 
characteristics related to promotion and nonpromotion in kindergarten" USC 1987]. 


[00:51:43.24] Doheny Child Development Center. Sister Mary Irene [Flanagan?]. Sister Mary Luke 
[Anderson?]. State funding and religious teaching. Former student Laurie [Ackerman '84]convincing father 
Warren Ackerman to play Santa Claus for Center every year. 


[00:55:57.07] Other Mount reflections. Hosting workshops. Student teacher participation. 


[00:57:36.00] Student community work. Stephanie Moore ['83?]. Eugenia "J eannie" Sabado ['79, Asst. 
Director and Lead Teacher, Child Development Center]. 


[00:59:16.07] Year long sabbatical. Research on Latino families telling traditional stories to children. 
Attending language school in Guadalajara, Mexico. Touring Mexico city with Sister Kieran [Vaughan]. Holy 
Week (Semana Santa) in Guatemala. 


[01:03:18.12] Other ministries. Leaving Mount. Sister Cecilia Louise [Moore (1928-2004)]. Working eight 
years in Holy Childhood Association in archdiocese mission office--raising money for "pagan" babies. 
Seventeen day trip to Peru. [Lee Moran?] hiring her as Alumni Director, Child Development Center Director, 
and Religion Coordinator for St. Cyril's School- five years. Pat Livingston, Chair of Education Department for 
archdiocese hiring her for preschools in Catholic schools. 


[01:09:19.10] Retirement. Aiding senior citizens to take Eucharist. Volunteering in preschool at St. Cyril's. 
Housework. 


[01:10:10.16] Hopes or anxieties for community in future. CS} sponsored sites: St. Joseph's High School in 
Lakewood; St. Joseph's Center; Alexandria House--carrying on charism. Maintaining spirit of excellence. 
Student involvement. CS] Associates. 


[01:13:46.24] Contributions to society. Working with parents. Never tell a child that she's "bad". Fellowship 
to Southwest Regional Lab developing kindergarten reading program. 


[01:17:21.22] Greatest joy of religious life. Developing relationship with God, family, friends and students. 
Pride in community: ability to adapt to times. 


[01:19:08.10] Other reflections. Sister Mary Kathleen Clarke [(1920-2003), Founder of [Casa de los Ninos] 


children's center in Tucson, Arizona--author of book Clark, M. K. 1990. A dream come true: The story of Casa 
de los Ninos]. Volunteering at Casa de los Ninos--learning to change a diaper. 
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[01:21:30.23] Story about Vivian Burgess [(1928-)]--African-American refused entry to CS]s. Sixtieth J ubilee. 
Sister Mary Irene [Flanagan (1928-2016)]. 


[01:24:24.13] End of interview. 
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